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"At the Master's Table" 
Luke 14:15-24 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Emmett, Idaho 

2 July Anno Domini 2000 

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Only true God - in the Name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dear Baptized, 

Many times in the Gospels, someone says something to Jesus and our Lord corrects the individual 

with the proper doctrine and application. We think of Nicodemus asking about being born again and 

the Messiah catechizing him on being born from above. There is Peter requesting immersion and 

Jesus telling him he only needs to be sprinkled. Someone informs Jesus that His mother and brothers 

are on the fringes waiting for Him and the Incarnate Son of God tells him that those who are 

gathered about Him are His mother and His brothers. Sometimes hearing the truth from the Incarnate 

Word is hard on the ears and cuts deeply causing division. 

Then there are times when someone says something to Jesus and gets it right. The Canaanite woman 

says, "Yes Lord, but even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table." Jesus 

commends the woman. Children cry out in the temple saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David" and 

Jesus speaks well of their confession. The thief on the cross pleads, "Lord, remember me when You 

come into Your Kingdom." Jesus replies from His cross, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 

Me in Paradise." Sometimes hearing the truth from the Lord God is pleasant to the ears and binds up 

the broken-hearted. 

Today’s Gospel Reading does both - it severs and it heals. The account begins with a statement by a 

man who gets it right. A certain man has been at the supper table with Jesus and had witnessed the 

Christ’s healing on the Sabbath Day and had been listening to the Lord’s Word concerning the 

proper attitude concerning table manners. Under the theme of "At the Master’s Table," please listen 

to what the man said who got it right. 

Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him (Jesus) heard these things, he said to Him, 

"Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God." 

Thus far the Word of the Holy Spirit given through the beloved physician, Luke. 

In the sermon this morning, we will consider three parts to this text. First, what the text says. 

Second, what the Word means. And third, an application or two from it. 

What the text says - verse 16: 
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Then Jesus replied to the man, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited many." 

What this Word of God means: 

Indeed the Lord God has prepared a magnificent banquet and has invited many people to be in His 

Presence, to sit at table with Him and to partake of the feast prepared by Him. He earnestly desires 

that many be at His meal and He invites many people to it because, you see, Blessed is he who shall 

eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

How does this apply here and now? 

The Lord seeks to have us in His Presence where He graciously serves, and for our temporal and 

eternal good, He feeds our bodies and souls on Word and Sacrament. That takes place here at Our 

Redeemer when we gather in His Name and enter into His Presence with thanksgiving for being able 

to do so. Here we are able to hear of the Good News of God’s love for us because "faith comes by 

hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17). 

What the text says - verse 17: 

The man who gave a great supper and invited many "sent his servant at supper time to say to those 

who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’" 

What this Word of God means: 

Come, for all things are now ready means that all the preparations are ready in order that many may 

come into the Feast of victory from our God. The Scapegoat is born in Bethlehem and the Kid is 

placed in a manger. Jesus fulfills the Law in His active obedience as He is about His Father’s 

business. The Passover Lamb institutes the Lord’s Supper and the Christ is cooked on Calvary’s 

cross as He atones for the sins of the world. At the ninth hour He is done and proclaims "It is 

finished!" (John 19:30). Three evenings later the risen Jesus is the Master of the Table at the house 

of the Emmaus’ disciples (Luke 24:13-35). Days after that He beckons those who have labored and 

are heavy laden to be in His Presence. He invites, "Come and eat breakfast" (John 21:12). Blessed is 

he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

In order that many would be able to come into the Presence of the Lord God and sit at Table with 

Him and eat with Him and He with them, He has sent His servants of the Word to announce to those 

who had been invited that everything was ready and to please come to the Divine Service of Word 

and Sacrament. Or put another way, "That we may obtain this faith, the Ministry of Teaching the 

Gospel and administering the Sacraments was instituted. For through the Word and Sacraments, as 

through instruments, the Holy Ghost is given, Who works faith; where and when it pleases God, in 

them that head the Gospel, to wit, that God, not for our own merits, but for Christ’s sake, justifies 

those who believe that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake" (Augsburg Confession, Art. V). 

Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

How does this apply here and now? 

This congregation has considered the truth that is contained in the following questions: "How then 

shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of Whom 
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they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:14). Thus this 

congregation sought a servant of the Word and God sent you such a man. He truly desires that many 

will come to the Divine Service here and be in the Presence of the Lord and partake of Word and 

Sacrament. So what does he do in order that this might happen? He writes a letter of invitation 

saying "Come for all things are now ready." He invites the many to come to the Divine Service. He 

makes 90 copies and sends it out to 230 people. Over the years he makes thousands of copies and 

sends the letters of invitation to 400 people. Then he prays that the many would come to church 

because he knows that "blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God." 

What the text says - verses 18-20: 

But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, "I have bought a piece of 

ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused." And another said, "I have bought 

five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused." Still another said, "I 

have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come." 

What this Word of God means: 

The slave of the Master encounters all manner of excuses when he invites those who claim to be 

sons of Abraham and children of Israel. They offer excuse after excuse and neglect the one thing 

needful ... the invitation to eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

How does this apply here and now? 

The called and ordained servant of the Word encounters all manner of excuses when he invites those 

who claim to be Lutherans and members of Our Redeemer. They decline invitation after invitation 

offering excuse after excuse why they do not want to be in the Lord’s House, to be absolved of all 

sins and to feast at the Lord’s Supper. Thus they decline the invitation to receive the blessing they to 

"eat bread in the Kingdom of God." 

What the text says - verse 21: 

Jesus continued, "So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of 

the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 

bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’" 

What this Word of God means: 

The Lord God is angry because these people who had been invited are making all sorts of excuses: 

why they despise God’s Word ... why they do not want to hear the Word of forgiveness announced 

to them, the forgiveness that Jesus purchased with His Holy Blood and His innocent suffering and 

cursed death ... why they neglect to eat bread in the Kingdom of God. Then comes the hard part and 

the surprising part. God tells His servant to forget about them ... He tells His undershepherd not to 

spend any time on these people. Rather, go out and locate those who are not in the Church and bring 

them the message of forgiveness, eternal life and salvation. Go bring in the poor who do not have the 

treasures of heaven and who have never eaten bread in the Kingdom of God. Find those who are 

hurting in body and soul and tell them about the Bread of Life Who earnestly desires to have them 
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sit at His Table now and for eternity. Show Jesus to the blind and let them see Christ crucified and 

risen for them. Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

How does this apply here and now? 

This is the really hard and difficult part because it strikes so close to home. Pastor, forget about those 

who have declined the extended invitation to come to the Divine Service and who continue to absent 

themselves from their place at the Lord’s Supper. Forget about those children you confirmed who 

have departed the faith they once confessed. Don’t occupy your time with those old people who have 

shamelessly snubbed Word and Sacrament. Don’t dwell on those who despise preaching and God’s 

Word. 

Rather, take the Gospel and tell the Good News to those who have not heard it. Teach them the 

blessed dogmas and wonderful doctrines of the Christian faith and that these hallowed things are 

intended and offered to them freely, as a gift, by the grace of God through faith in Christ Who died 

their death and lives again. And once these new new-born soldiers of the Crucified bear on their 

brows the seal of Him Who died, then teach and preach this Good News again and again and again, 

and as you are doing this, continue to bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the 

blind. 

The preface to the Small Catechism states it like this: "We should so preach that, of their own accord 

and without any law, the people will desire the Sacrament and, as it were, compel us pastors to 

administer it to them. This can be done by telling them: It is to be feared that anyone who does not 

desire to receive the Sacrament at least three or four times a year despises the Sacrament and is no 

Christian, just as he is no Christian who does not hear and believe the Gospel." Indeed, dear people, 

"blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God." 

What the text says - verses 22-23: 

"And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the 

master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that 

my house may be filled.’" 

What this Word of God means: 

The slave of Christ and the steward of the Mysteries of God has done this and realizes that there is 

still room in the Church. The Lord God wills that all be saved and come to a knowledge of the 

Savior Jesus. Therefore, until the end of time ... until the last one is brought to faith in Christ, then 

evangelism and mission work is to be done. Therefore go and invite. Baptize and teach. Invite and 

welcome into the Church. Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God. 

How does this apply here and now? 

Here at Our Redeemer it has the same application as it did when Jesus spoke these words of our text. 

Invite and teach. Invite and preach. There are still others who need to hear the Word of forgiveness, 

eternal life and salvation. Do this until your call as pastor is terminated or until the last Day, 

whichever comes first. Indeed, the Holy Spirit and the Church "say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears 
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say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him take the Water of Life 

freely." 

What the text says - verse 24: 

Then Jesus concluded, For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste My 

Supper. 

What this Word of God means: 

Those who have rejected the invitation to the Supper of the Lord will never, ever taste the Supper of 

the Lord.  

How does this apply here and now? 

Those who have rejected the invitation to come into the Divine Service of the Lord and who reject 

the hearing of the Word and the Water of Life in Baptism and the Manna from above in the Lord’s 

Supper will have in eternity exactly what they wanted in this life. They will not be permitted into the 

Presence of the Lord in Paradise. They will be like the rich man in hell, namely, without the Water 

that quenches. They will be denied a place at the Great Feast of the Lord’s Supper and they will have 

no right to the Tree of Life. 

The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel Reading cut deeply as it separates the blessing of life from the 

judgment of death. Such words are hard because the sword strikes so closely to home, doesn’t it? 

Will you not join the Church in praying for and inviting those who are outside the Church to "Come 

and see"? Finally, a personal comment at this point to you from this servant of Christ and steward of 

the Mysteries of God: 

I thank God that you accepted the invitation sent to you to be here and that you are here today ... to 

begin in the Name whereby you are baptized ... to hear the absolving Word of God ... to be 

comforted by the Good News proclaimed to you ... and to hunger for the Holy Eucharist that awaits 

you even now "At the Master’s Table." Truly, blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of 

God. Amen. 


